Faculty's empathy and academic support for grieving students.
This study assessed a voluntary sample (n = 123) of college faculty's attitudes toward grieving students and likelihood to provide referrals and course accommodations. Empathy levels of faculty were also measured. Although 97% of faculty indicated that at least 1 student had reported a death, only 36% had referred a student to counseling services. Mean number of referrals was .75, ranging 0 to 10. Empathy, attitude toward grief and a personal history of experiencing death during college were significant predictors of comfort level discussing death and likelihood to provide accommodations. Faculty were more likely to provide accommodations immediately following loss rather than weeks or months later.